THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
Street, the Prime Minister made a speech repeating what he
alleged were the demands of the Opposition leaders. It was
gathered from a very guarded written statement that was
read to the Cabinet that New York would not be satisfied
without a 10 per cent cut in unemployment benefit, but might
agree if it were included.
It is of supreme importance to note that MacDonald
definitely declared to the Labour Cabinet that the Conservative
and Liberal leaders had given their ultimatum that, in addition
to the 56 millions provisionally agreed upon, a further sum of
25 or 30 millions must be found, mainly from unemployment
insurance.
Up to this moment the Labour Cabinet believed that
MacDonald, rather than submit to the dictation of the bankers,
who were really the wire-pullers in this business, would resign
and take his place alongside his colleagues and oppose with
them an attack on the standard of life of the poor, which he
must have known to be unjust and intolerable. He had, in
fact, assured them that all must stand together.
During these final and critical meetings when a definite
split had appeared, with the Prime Minister, Snowden and
Thomas on one side and the rest of the Cabinet on the other,
there was evidence of a change in the demeanour of MacDonald.
It appeared that, having delivered the alleged ultimatum of
the  Liberal  and  Conservative  leaders  on the  question of
unemployment benefit, he seemed to be merely waiting for a
complete deadlock to arise.   He had no advice to give, no
recommendations to make, nothing helpful to add. He seemed
to drop out of the discussion and to be waiting wearily for the
anticipated deadlock.   While the rest of the Cabinet were at
their wits' end suggesting, proposing, discussing, MacDonald
sat   absent-mindedly  * doodling'   on  a   blotter.    When the
final discussion on that fateful Sunday night ended in a com-
plete failure to reach agreement, MacDonald acted in a way
that revealed that this development had been expected and
duly provided for.    He suddenly sprang a surprise on the
Cabinet.   He put before them another ultimatum ;   this time
his own :   either accept the cut in unemployment benefit or
resign from the Cabinet.   As by the Constitution the life of a
government is in the hands of the Prime Minister, the Cabinet
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